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Pre-K 
 

Silver & Gold Birds 

Mrs. Bennett  Mrs. Scarcella 

 

January has flown by!  We were all 

happy to see our friends again and get 

back into the school routine. 
  

Pre-K has been very busy.  Our letters 

this month were O, B, K, D, and 

W.  Our numbers were 13, 14, 15, 16 

and 17.  We are also doing our evalua-

tions for parent conferences.  The chil-

dren enjoyed visiting with Dr. Doug, a 

local vet.  He talked with the children 

about his job and as usual he brought 

his tortoise Brutus and Cindy Lou, the 

bubble catching dog. 

 

3 - Day 

Purple Birds 

Mrs. Orin 

 

Well it’s cold again!  Be sure to send a 

coat or sweater as we will be going out 

on the playground each day. Hopefully 

it won’t rain.  If the ground is soggy 

we’ll have some fun in the room with 

shaving cream or “Animal Action is So 

Much Fun” exercise video in the Music 

room.    

 

Our themes were:  Night Animals, Win-

ter Wonderland, Pets, To Infinity and 

Beyond Space and All About Me.  We 

started with Night Animals and we read 

the Kissing Hand. It’s a story about a 

Raccoon who goes off to school and 

misses his Mother.  You can pick up a 

copy at the Library next door if you 

haven’t read it yet. We made our “O” 

for Owl page and listened to Owl Moon 

Audio/Book in the music room with our 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Classroom News 
 

We will be conducting Parent-Teacher 

conferences on February 2nd. This is a 

time for both parents and teachers to 

reflect on the year and discuss your child’s 

progress.   

 

I encourage you to come to the conference 

prepared with your questions and 

concerns. Jot down notes to help you 

remember.  

 

Your child’s teacher will come with notes 

on their observations about your child’s 

cognitive, socio-emotional, physical and 

self-help skills development.  

 

We have scheduled 15 minutes for each 

parent.  If you cannot make one of the 

scheduled times or want more time, please 

call and schedule a more appropriate time 

with your child’s teacher.  

 

I want to emphasis the importance of the 

Parent-Teacher conferences.  This is an 

excellent time to strengthen the 

relationship between you and your child’s 

preschool. 

 

Thank you for letting us be partners in 

your child’s development 

 

Carolyn McGee 

Directorôs Corner 

 
Apple Seeds is a  newsletter published for the 

parents of ATS students. We welcome your 

suggestions and comments. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

Apple Tree School 

502 Eldridge Road 

P.O. Box 436 

Sugar Land, Texas 77478 
281-240-1565 

 

Carolyn McGee 

Director 

 

www.AppleTreeSchoolOnline.com 

Inside This Issue  

Cookbook 3 

Activity Corner 3 

Valentineôs Day Party 
 

Bring Valentine Cards with just 
your childôs name on the back. 
Teachers will send home the 
number to bring for your childôs 
class.  
 
Monday, Feb 13 - KDO 
Tuesday, Feb 14 - 3-Day & Pre -K 

Parent - Teacher  
Conferences  

 
Thursday  

February 2nd  
 

(No Classes)  
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friends the Red Birds.  We made a book 

all about Owl facts. During our winter 

theme we enjoyed wearing our Pajamas 

and Slippers to school.  Thanks to Sandra 

Dodson for making our ice sculptors.  

The children loved playing in the red and 

blue ice.  We made our “M” for mittens 

page for our ABC books.  

 

During Pets Week Dr. Doug Hendrix vis-

ited along with Nurse Jackie Packer.  Dr. 

Doug owns Sugar Land Animal Hospital.  

They brought all sorts of interesting 

items including huge pills for horses, x-

rays of animals, a giant tortoise named 

“Brutus”, and Cindy Lou the Boston ter-

rier.  Cindy Lou loves to pop bubbles 

with her nose. Dr. Doug has a bubble 

gun.  The children laughed so hard dur-

ing their little show.   

 

We made our “D” for dinosaur page and 

also made a pet college. We all agreed 

that animals need food, water, lots of 

love and a nice place to rest at night 

where they aren’t too hot or cold. During 

our Space Unit we will make rockets & 

Astronauts. We will also enjoy a giant 

rocket ship in our classroom. Last but not 

least “All About Me” week we will ob-

serve and evaluate all the children and 

present the information to you during 

conference day in February.  Many of 

our children are so excited to be writing 

their names each day. We will continue 

to work on letter recognition, number 

recognition to 31 and colors and shapes 

each week.  Please try to read to your 

child every night. Books on tape are 

great to listen to in the car as well.  Ask-

ing open ended questions is a great way 

to judge how well they are listening.  

We are working on Opposites and Rhym-

ing words right now such as:  cat, dog, 

bear, man, and star. If you can cook up a 

batch of play dough I would appreciate it 

so much! We can always use those old 

McDonald/small toys if you are cleaning 

out the closets too! 

 

Our Valentine party is right around the 

corner. Please bring 7 Valentines for 

each of your Purple Bird Friends.  You 

can start bringing them Feb. 7th. Write 

your child’s name on the back of each 

Valentine and drop them into each one of 

the boxes in the hallway. If you would 

(Continued from page 1) like to bring a special valentines treat 

please let me know.       

We have used up several disposable cam-

eras and they will need developed. I’ll 

put them in your child’s cubby. Please 

have double prints made & return them 

and I will be able to make books for 

Open House. You will receive the pic-

tures on Open House night. 

 

Purple Bird ROCK!   

 

Red Birds 

Mrs. Sharp 

 

Welcome to the New Year, 2012, and the 

exciting plans for our Red Bird room. 

 

We began January with the theme “Night 

Animals” and added the word nocturnal 

to our vocabulary. We studied in the 

book “Wake Up, Night” by KidsBook, 

animals that wake up when we are 

asleep. We made a baby owl out of a 

pine cone and listened to a book on tape, 

“Owl Moon.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Winter Wonderland” was a fun week. 

We turned our sensory table into a place 

to form our ice sculpture. Everyone con-

tributed colored ice from home, and we 

used salt to stick the blocks together, 

making an ice fantasy. We later placed 

the ice outside to see how long it took to 

melt. After reading “The Mitten” by Jan 

Brett we made paper mittens for the letter 

“M” in our Alphabet Art book. This was 

a lesson in symmetry; we are now half 

way through the alphabet with art les-

sons. Winter week ended with our wear-

ing of pajamas and slippers to school! 

 

Dr. Doug, our local veterinarian, came to 

visit for “Pet” week. He and nurse Jackie 

brought tools that he uses to care for ani-

mals. Along with Dr. Doug was his dog 

Cindy Lou Who, who loves to chase bub-

bles. Red Birds learned what is needed to 

care for a pet and we practiced in our 

room as we turned our room into an ani-

mal hospital. 

 

We will end the month with “To Infinity 

and Beyond,” a study of space. We will 

make rockets and each child will try to 

send a balloon rocket to reach a Moon 

target. 

 

On February 2, we will set the day aside 

from the normal school day for parents to 

conference with me. Watch for the sign-

up sheet to schedule a time. More infor-

mation will come later or you can contact 

me for any questions you may have. 

 

Yellow Birds 
Mrs. Lee Mrs. Duecker 

 

The New Year in the Yellow Birds class 

has been busy. We have been blessed 

with 3 new students. We are having fun 

making new friends .Welcome everyone 

and Happy New Year to all.  

 

The first unit Night Animals began with 

reading the book Animal Kingdom Big-

gest Strongest. We enjoyed sharing our 

own animal sounds and actions. We 

glued Snow Owls together, painted chee-

tahs and cut out frogs. The class lion 

puppet came to life for the children and 

by the children.  

 

The second unit Winter Wonderland be-

gan with the story Snowy Day. We en-

joyed a special snow ball snack and they 

disappeared really fast. Everyone looked 

so cute for P.J. and slipper day. The chil-

dren created polar bears in the snow, 

snowy day chalk prints and mittens.  

 

The unit on Pets included a visit from our 

friendly Dr. Doug Hendrix and Nurse 

Jackie from Sugar Land Pet Hospital. 

The presentation was elaborate, an Alli-

gator head, X-Rays even Dr. Doug’s dog 

(Cindy Lou Who) who jumps up to 

pop  bubbles. We read Go Dog Go and 

then cut and glued a dog collage. The 

children picked a pet and then painted it. 

The choices were a dog, rabbit or fish. 

Everyone had fun playing Vet with the 

vet box.  

 

The Yellow Birds are very busy learning 

and having fun. Play dough creations the 

children make will be at Open House. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all 

at Parent Conferences in February. 
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KDO 

Blue Birds 

Mrs. Lee 
 

Welcome back!  

 

We had some fun units in January. We learned 

about “night animals” and the sounds that bullfrogs 

and owls make.  

 

My favorite unit was “winter wonderland”. We got 

to wear “PJ’s” and slippers to school and even bring 

a teddy bear for the teddy bear picnic. In class we 

made polar bears in the snow, snow owls and ice 

sculptures with the ice the children brought to 

school.  

 

In the pets unit, we cut out pictures from magazines 

and talked about our pets and the sounds they make. 

We colored dogs and painted goldfish.  

 

In the “Infinity and Beyond” space unit we made 

moons and stars and learned about the different 

planets. 

 

Remember to ask your child about their day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Construction Paper 

Drinking Straws 

 

Cut small hearts out of the construction paper. Fold each heart in half 

vertically and make a horizontal 1/2 inch slit near the top and near the 

bottom. Slid the drinking straw through the slits.  

 

Let your child make for Valentine Day’s dinner for Dad. 

Momôs Valentineôs Day  Recipe 
Punch Bowl Cake 

 

 

1 – 13” X 9” yellow or white cake, prepared, cooled and cubed 

4 – 3 oz. boxes French Vanilla Instant pudding, prepared 

4- cans Cherry (or Strawberry) Pie Filling 

2 Extra Large containers of Cool Whip, thawed 

 

Prepare all ingredients and into a punch bowl, begin layering pudding, 

cake, cherry pie filling and cool whip.  

 

Continue repeating the layers and drizzle cherry filling down  inside 

walls of the punch bowl; it makes for a very attractive, even more ap-

pealing dessert.  

 

Finish with cherries and cool whip on top!  A beautiful, delicious de-

sert your family and guests will love.   

 

Serves 20.   
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Thursday Feb 2ï Parent-Teacher Conferences (No School) 

Wednesday Feb 8 - Dental Nurse visits the school 

Thursday Feb9 - Candy Rose order due 

Monday Feb 13 - Valentineôs Day Party for KDO 

Tuesday Feb 14 - Valentineôs Day Party for 3 Day and Pre-K 

Wednesday Feb 15 - Recycle Truck visits the school 

Monday Feb 20 - Presidentôs Day Holiday (No School) 

Come & Worship 

First Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Sunday School classes are 

provided for ages two through 

adults. Infant care is available 

in the nursery. 

 

Church Office 281-240-3195 

www.fpcsl.org 

Mark Your Calendar  

 

www.AppletreeSchoolOnline.com  

 
Tip of the Month 

 

Cookie Cutter Sandwiches 

 

Use cookie cutters to cut sandwiches  

to celebrate holidays. This month 

use heart shapes for Valentines!  

Kidôs love the extra attention and 

fun! 

February 
Is 

Dental 
Health 
Month! 

Thank You  
 

Dr. Doug  
Sugar Land Pet Hospital  

 
For Visiting the Students  
And teaching us about  

Pet Care 

 
 
10 Ways to Praise Your Child  

 
Thatôs Incredible 
Youôre Special 

Way to Go  
Excellent  

Youôre Unique 
Awesome  
Youôre a Joy 
Remarkable  
Well Done  

You make me smile  

911 
 

Does your child know their street address? 

Make sure your house number is CLEARLY visible from the street! 

Valentineôs 
Day 

Candy Rose  

 
 
 

 
Choose your color  

Pink  
or  

Red 
 

Place Order at the Office by  
Thursday February 9  

$3.00 Each  
(due when you place your order)  

 
You can pick up your rose on  

Monday Feb 13 or Tuesday Feb 14  


